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Tour- letter  of  196b.e  lire  seed  to  ?rsBident 

Blsenhover  concerning  the  2U  Bepteober>1999  Hedscond^  Oregon 
^unidentified  object  eight ing  has  been  referred  to 

^tblfl  office  for  reply. 
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eoseemlng  this  particular  sighting, 
is  inclosed  for  yoiur.  Infoniatlcn.- 


dated  £9  March  I96O/ 
the  facts  si^  findings 
A copy  of  thlB  letter 
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Ma40RA?ri3UM  FOR  SAFOI 


1.  The  attached  is  foriirarded  to  you  for 
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. i NEW  YORK  CITY  AFFILIATE 

OF 

NATIONAL  INVESTIGATIONS  COMMITTEE  ON  AERIAL  PHENOMENA 


Prft»Id*nt-CorT9*  pond®  fit 
I Brooldyn  2^,  N»w  Voffc 

March  29,  i960 

Pres.  Dwight  D.  Elsenhower 
White  House 

1600 -Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr,  President: 

Please  permit  me  a little  of  your  busy  time  to  ask  on  behalf  of  ray 
organization  several  questions  on  matters  of  concern  to  us  all*  on 
the  brink  of  bursting  the  erstwhile  limits  of  our  spatial  horizons, 
we  seek  simply  the  truth  about  these  matters. 

1.  The  official  publication  of  NICAP  (National  Investigations  Committee 
on  Aerial  Phenomena,  of  which  Donald  E.  Keyhoe,  Ifejor,  USf^,  Ret*,  Is 
Director)  refers  to  an  Air  Force  statement  which  is  contrary  to  Federal 
Aviation  Agency  reports. 

The  AF-PAA  confllctlon  concerns  the  alleged  sighting  of  an 
unidentified  flying  object  (U?o)  on  September  24,  1959  near  Redmond, 
Oregon.  NICAP  states  that  FAA  proof  of  the  facts  of  the  sighting,  proof 
which  is  officially  logged  FAA  evidence,  includes:  details  of  a chase  by 
four  AP  F-102  jets,  a description  of  the  UFO  and  an  AF  report  of  trackin; 
the  object  by  radar  for  over  one  hour.  These  FAA  reports  were  signed  ‘by 
L,  E,  Davis,  Chief,  Redmond  Air  Traffic  Coramunicatlon  Station,  and 
William  F.  Sauche,  Jr.,  Chief,  Air  Route  Traffic  Control  Center,  Seattle. 
The  reports,  sent  to  NICAP,  were  accompanied  by  a confirming  letter  from 
Eugene  S.  Kropf,  Assistant  to  the  Regional  Manager,  PAA  Region  4,  Los 
Angeles.  NICAP  states  that  the  FAA  reports  are  at  NICAP  headquarters 
in  Washington,  D.C.. 

NICAP  states  that  on  January  19,  19^0,  it  received  the  following 
statement,  which  was  signed  by  Major  Lawrence  J.  Tacker,  Pentagon  Public 
Information  Officer  handling  UFO  information:  '’The  ATIC  account  of  the 
sighting  fails  to  reveal  any  evidence  of  radar  tracking  or  any  success 
of  the  attempted  intercept.  It  is  the  ATIC  opinion  that  this  object  was 
probably  a balloon..." 

Mr.  President,  do  you  think  that  the  Air  Force  should 
be  requested  to  make.  Immediately,  a complete  and 
public  explanation  of  this  case? 
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Do  you  respect  this  man*s  opinion  on  this  subject? 

3,  If  our  Air  Force  found  that  there  are  some  objects  — now  referred 
to  as  UFOs  — which  originate  from  planets  other  than  earth,  then  do 
you  think  the  American  public,  if  given  such  information,  would  take 
that  news  sensibly  and  in  stride? 

Jt.  Do  you  think  the  American  public  should  be  told  all  facts  relating 
to  all  unidentified  flying  objects? 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  your 
courtesy  and  attention  on  this.  We  are  deeply  appreciative.  Your  reply 
will  aid  US  in  our  fair  evaluation  of  the  subjects  in  question. 


Most  since: 


President,  New  York  City  Affiliate  of  n: 
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A,  (1)  BRIGHT  LIGHT  SUCH  AS  LANDING  LIGHS 
(2)  AT  ARMS  LENGTH  SIZE  OF  CIGARETE 
C3)  WHITE  LIGHT  CHANGING  TO  ORANGISH 

(4)  ONE 
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C6)  SEE  M 6 
C7)  N/A 
C8)  N/A 
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(2)  12  DEGREES 

(3)  24/131 9Z  APPOX  50  MI  SOUTH  TRAVELING  SOUTH 
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FROM  SEATTLE  ARTC  CENTER  RELAYING  FOR  RDM  RADIO 


, B I ■»  I 


U N/A 


*■  *v  ' - 


..-■A'  - 

• - . ^ 


; ••■  ♦ . • * 


/ ; 
''  - ^ 

4 * , 
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FROM  BOTTOM.  SIGHED  AGAIN  AT  APPROX  24/1325Z  BY  REDMOND  (MR.  WERTZ) 

EAA  STATION  ESTIMATING  35000P  SOUTH  EAS  RAVELING  SOUTH  AT  GOOD^^ 


SPEED  25  TH  ADIV  CAPT  HESS  USAF  NOTIFIED 


MR  WERTZ  HOME  PHONE  NUMBER  LIBER 


THIS  INFO  RELAYED  BY  MR 
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3T 


tJNaASS/827TH  OPS  81  o ATTNs  SAS  01-3Do  SUBJECT!  REFERENCE  TELEPHONE 
rPOM  MAJOR  TACKER,  THIS  DATEo 

■ 

THE  CLASSIFIED  LOGS  FOP  THIS  STATION  FOP  24  SEPTEMBER  1959 
■:A'/E  BEEN  THROUGHLY  RESEARCHED  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION 

■XTPaCTED  AND  PARAPHRASED « 

:500Z-ACTIVE  AIR  DEFENSE  SCRAMBLE  OF  TWOF-102  S FROM 
-ORTLAND  INTERNATIONAL  A IP  PORT  TO  IDENTIFY  UNKNOWN  FLYING 
OBJECT^  CNOTEi  THIS  UFOB  WAS  GIVEN  THE  TPaCK  NUMBER  OF  JB129, 
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UPO  SIGHTING 
RjI)MCND,Orc3GOH  31CMT1K0 
riptember  1959 


* * 
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On  2U  Sortember  1959^  2.t  12C0Z  (0400  local) ^ I-lr  Robert  Dickerson,  a poTLicecian  of 
Redmond,  Orej^on,  sighted  an  unidentiried  flying  object.  Unable  to  identify  the  ' y 
object,  Mr,  Dickerson  drove  to  the  Radaond  F.iA  faciiit;.'  and  contacted  2^r  Laveme  ly 
'‘/erta,  operator  on  duty.  Hr  Dickerson  end  Mr.  Vvertz  described  the  object  as  an  ex- 
tremely bright  li^t  very  low  on  the  horizon  in  the  northeastern  sky.  Both  ’ivitnesses 
stated  that  the  object  appeared  to  move  erratically  around  a principal  point  and  to 
jnove  rapidly  toward  and  away  from  them.  Total  observation  time  was  approiciiaately  one 
hour  at  which  time  Mr  Wertz  stated  that  the  object  appeared  tc  zoom  straight  up  at 
great  speed. 


After  obsarvir*g  the  object  for  several  minutes  vdth  l-tr,  Wertz,  Officer  Dickerson 
attempted  to  got  closer  to  the  object  by  driving  in  an  eastward  direction.  After  five 
miles  and  no  apparent  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  object  the  officer  gave  up  the 
attempt  and  Mr  Wertz  reported  the  presence  of  the  object  to  the  FAA  at  Seattle  by”Hot— 
Phone",  The  Seattle  FAA  facility  contacted  the  827th  ACT//RCJI  (Aircraft  Control  and 
V/aming  Squadron)  located  at  Keno,  Oregon,  and  asked  if  they  had  a target  in  the 
Richmond  area  and  the  senior  controller  answered  in  the  affirmative,  Sijc  F-102*s, 
one  F-89>  oue  H— 29 (Helicopter),  and  one  civilian  Tri-Pacer  equipped  with  a geiger 
counter  were  vectored  to  the  target  area  vrith  negative  results.  The  interceptors  did 
not  make  visual  or  radar  contact  and  the  Tri-Pacer  reported  negative  on  radiation. 
After  the  unsuccessful  intercept,  the  25th  Air  Division  ordered  the  track  nrmber 
assigned  to  this  target  scrubbed. 


The  UFO  report  made  to  ATIC  did  not  contain  any  information  concerning  the  radar 
target,  but  concerned  itself  only  with  the  visual  sighting  by  Mr.  Dickerson  and  Mr, 
Weirtz,  The  reason  the  radar  experience  was  emitted  is  that  the  Air  Force  recognized 
that  the  two  sittings  were  really  separate  events.  The  FAA  log  associated  the  visual 
and  radar  sightings.  These  logs  were  later  made  available  to  Major  Donald  E,  Seyhoe 
and  he  attempted  to  exploit  them  in  an  effort  to  prove  that  the  Air  Force  was  witholding 
information. 


ATIC  interviewed  Officer.  Dickerson,  Mr,  Wertz,  and  Major  Creasman  of  the  827th  ACT.vBDN, 
and  confirmed  the  fact  that  the  visual  and  radar  sittings  were  associated  only  as 
.coincidences#  This  conversation  also  narrowed  down  the  direction  and  elevation,  the 
apparent  motions,  and  the  colors  and  their  arrangement  associated  with  the  object. 

From  this  information  it  was  concluded  that  the  cause  for  the  visual  sitting  was  the 
refraction  of  light  from  the  planet  Venus,  The  direction  of  the  planet  coincides  with 
•*-hat  reported  for  the  object,  and  the  planet  had  a stellar  magnitude  of-4.2,  or  about 
15  times  brighter  than  the  brightest  star.  At  the  initial  time  of  the  sighting  the 
planet  was  slightly  below  the  horizon  and  was  brou^t  into  view  by  the  bending  of  light 
(refraction)  by  the  atmosphere.  Inconsistencies  in  the  atmosphere  probably  caused  the 
object  tc  appear  to  have  radial  motion  (toward  and  away  from  the  obser^/er). 

The  radar  return  was  determined  to  have  been  caused  by  a gap- filler  antenna.  Under 
certain  atmospheric  conditions  this  antenna  appears  on  the  scope  of  the  327th  ACV/HON, 
'^nd  has  been  observed  several  times  since  the  24  September  1959  sitting. 
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AFM  181-5PAR  190409,  PAGE  16?,  DTD  20  FEBRUARY  195B,  RECORDER  S 

LOGS  AND  INTERCEPT  ACTION  REPORTS  WILL  BE  DESTROYED  AFTER  THREE  MONTHS)  o 


1311Z-AIRCRAFT  AIRBORNE  UNDER  CONTROL  OF  MOUNT  HEBO  RADAR  SITE, 
1420Z-AIRCRAFT  RETURNED  TO  BASE  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTSo 
1452Z-TV0  MORE  AIRCRAFT  SCRAMBLED  FROM  PORTLAND  FOR  CONTROL  OF 
THIS  RADAR  SITE, 

1517Z-25TH  AIR  DIVISION  ORDERED  TWO  MOPE  F-102  S TO  BE  HELD  IN 
READINESS, 

1529Z-AIRCRAFT  RETURNED  TO  PORTLAND  WITHOUT  RESULTS, 

1608Z'0NE  F-102  SCRAMBLED  FROM  PORTLAND  FOR  CONTROL  OF  THIS  RADAR  SITE, 
1613Z-0NE  CIVILIAN  TRI-FACER  AIRCRAFT  TOOK  OFF  FROM  REDMOND 
airport  for  low  ALTITUDE  SEARCH,  ONE  OF  THE  CREW  MEMBERS  WAS 
EOUPED  WITH  A GEIGER  COUNTER, 

1614Z-F-102  AIRBORNE, 

1655Z-F-102  PILOT  REPORTED  SEEING  TWO  BOATS  ON  THE  LAKE  AT 

PAULINA  MOUNTAIN  AND  A RADIO  RELAY  STATION,  HE  ALSO  REPORTED 

* - 

SCATTERED  CLOUD  CONDITIONS  AND  THAT  THE  AIR  WAS  BUMPY, 

1718Z-SCRAMBLED  ONE  F-102  FROM  PORTLAND  FOR  CONTROL  OF  THIS 
radar  SITE,  THIS  AIRCRAFT  REPORTED  CLOUDS  FROM  20,000  DOWN 
TO  12,000  MSLo  A FOREST  RaNGEP  STaTION  WAS  SIGHTED  NEAR 

Page  2 of  5 
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THREE  RJVZDMG  A 


ViLiNA  LAKES,  THIS  INF 0 = '^a7  :0N  WAS  THEM  PaSSED  TO  THE  SENIOR 


CONTROLLER  AT. THE  COMBaT  OPERATIONS  CENTER  aT  25TH  AXRDIVISION, 
;321Z-TRI-PACER  RETURNED  TO  REDMOND  idZTHOUT  RESULTS,  NO  OBJECTS 
SIGHTED  and  NO  RADIATION  NOTED  IN  THAT  AREA, 

.824Z-SCRAMBLED  ONE  F-8S  FROM  PORTLAND  FOR  CONTROL  OF  THIS  SITE 
1929Z-F-89  RETURNED  FOR  RECOVERY  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTSo 
:949Z-SENI0R  CONTROLLER  AT  25TH  AIR  DIVISION  ORDERED  SCRAMBEL 
TF  H-19  HELICOPTER  OUT  OF  KINGSLEY  FIELD  o 
2154Z-H-19  LANDED  AT  REDMOND  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTSo 
2155Z-25TH  AIR  DIVISION  ORDERED  TRACK  NUMBER  JB  129  SCRUBBEDo 
2203Z-AIR  DEFENSE  EXERCISE  TERMINATED  BY  25TH  AIR  DIVISIONo 


cnotej  several 


INTERCEPTS  AND  RECOVERIES  WERE  PER 


FORMED  BY  DIVISION  RADAR  SITES  AS  PART  OF  THE  EXERCISE  DURING 

THE  PERIOD  REPORTED o) 

* 

2230Z-H-19  OREDERED  TO  RETURN  TO  KINSLEY  FIELD o 


^ 9 


THF^SNIOR  DIRECTOR  ON  DUTY  AT  THE  TIME  THE  OBJECT  WAS  FIRST 


REPORTED  WAS  CAPTAIN  GORDAON  Ro  TOLANDp  A01863779p  WHO  WAS 
:-ANSFERRED  OVERSEAS  TO  ICELAND  AIR  DEFENSE  SECTOR,  APO  81 


::=:v  YOLPK 


SPECIAL  ORDEP  A-198,  THIS  HEADOUARTERS.  DATED 


. FEBRUARY  1960 


^ * ~ 
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C,  THREE  OTHER  DiRECTCPS  WHO  WERE  ON  PiTTr  FRON  .500Z  TO  ON 

2 A SE nr EfIBER  HAVE  BEEN  INTERVIEWED  AND  RECALL  THE  FOLLOWING? 

U THE  radar  returns  BEARING  TRACK  NUMBER  JB 129  DID  NOT  MOVE 
DURING  THIS  PERIODo 

2o  THE  radar  return  WAS  IN  A POSIT  ION  VERY  CLOSE  TO  A GAP  FILLER 
ANTENNA  LOCATED  ON  A MOUNTAIN  AT  THE  8010  FOOT  LEVEL  o 
3,  REPEATED  PASSES  WERE  MADE  BY  INTERCEPTORS  AT  LEVELS  FROM 
40,000  DOWN  TO  12,000  , THE  INTERCEPTORS  BEING  DIRECTED 


THROUGH  OUR  RaDaR  RETURN  OF  JB  129 


NO  INTERCEPTOR  RECEIVED 


A Radar  return  on  his  airborne  radar.,  at  altitudes  below  ' * 

* 

12,000  MSL  visual  SEARCH  WAS  CONDUCTED  UNDER  VFR  CONDITIONS 
WITH  negative  result  So 

AoSINCE  24  SEPTEMBER  1959  SEVERAL  INSTANCES  HAVE  BEEN  OBSERVED 
BY  THESE  DIRECTORS  WHEREIN  NON-MOVING  RADAR  RETURNS  APPEAR  IN 


THE  SAME  LOCATION  AS  THOSE  OF  JB  129 


IT  IS  THEIR  OPINION  THAT 


UNDER  CERTAIN  ATMOSPHERIC  CONDITIONS,  RADAR  ECHOES  FROM  THE 
gap  FILLER  ANTENNA  IN  THAT  LOCATION  APE  RECEIVED o THIS 
IS  PHYSICALLY  POSSIBLE  AND  PROBABLE  UNDER  APPROPRIATE  ATMOSPHERIC 
CODITIONSo 

5o  NO  SPECIFIC  UFOB  REPORT  WAS  SUBMITTED  BY  THIS  SQUADRON, 

P-iffS  4 ct7  o 


I 


r - t 

J ^ J 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORC 
STAFF  MESSAGE  DIVISION 

UNCLASSIFIED  MESSAGE 

I N C 0 M I N G 


990  (15  :*.ar* 

pag2  five  ?jv:!Cv^g  4 

although  all  INrOPriATIOW  obtained  was  rORWAHDED  BY  VOICE 
CO  MUNI  CAT  ION  TO  THE  aiJlH  AIR  DIVISION  FOR  INCi-USiON  IN  THEIR 


REPORT 


O 


THE  INTELLIGENCE  SECTION  aT  25TH  AIR  DIVISION  (250IN)  HAS 
COMPILED  additional  INFORMATION  ON  THIS  INCIDENT c IF  YOU 
DESIRE  FURTHER  INFORMATION  IT  IS  SUGGESTED  THaT  THaT  OFFICE 
BE  QUERIED, 

BT 


24/2305Z  MAR  RJWZDMG 

?age  5 5 


4 ^ 


At  l^CO  30  March  i960,  Sfet  Rolfe,  29th  Air  Division  called  to 
report  that  the  gao  filler  antenna  is  located  close  to  Lapine,  Crejfon* 

He  also  stated  that  the  radar  site  had  seen  the  sajie  object  quit^  often. 

( quite  often  to  mean  .T.ors  than  3 tines  but  less  than  10,  but  no  .jpeclfic 
period  for  these  obser’/ations).  The  site  woulu  not  corartit  thsir.selves 
as  to  whether  this  gap  filler  antenna  was  considered  as  part  of  the 
normal  background  for  the  station, 

Co7T«T4unication  people  of  the  25  th  AD IV  do  not  believe  th  gap  filler 
antenna  was  responsible  for  the  returns,,  but  rather  a mountain  peak 
which  is  normaly  out  of  range.  Targets  of  this  type  are  typical  of 
coastal  and  mountainous  areas,  occuring  approximately  8 to  10  times  a year 
No  additional,  witnesses,  other  than  the  two  already  reported,  could  be 
found  to  ccrJTirm  the  visual  sighting. 

The  327th  ACVIRON  is  located  at  Keno,  Oregon.  The  gap  filler 
antenna  is  located  on  South  Pauline  peak.  South  Peak  is  93  nautical  miles 
HN£  of  keno,  and  3U.5  nautical  miles  south  of  Redmond  Radio  . 

In  view  of  the  above  inforiDatiou,  the  ATIC  feels  there  is  no  valid 
reason  to  change  the  original  jGBRiKfiflnraiiY  evaluation. 
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ct.  Note  t 


track  designation  of  JB-129*  The  recorders  logs  for  triat  date  which  show 


eed  and  aititute  perforaance  of  the  track  have  been  destoryed.  Referenc 


181-5,  para  I90U09 


recorders  logs  and  intercept  action  reports  will  be  destroyed  after  3 months 


ihPQ  Zulu.  Aircraft  returned  to  base  with  negative  results 


lU-52  Zulu.  2 more  aircraft  scrambled  from  Portland  for  control  of  this 

radar  site.  . . v a«.v\ 


1517  Zulu.  25th  Air  Division! ordered  2 more  F-102  to  be 


1529  Zulu.  Aircraft  returned  to  Portland  without  results 

.1  i£m 


lc03  Zulu.  1 F-102  scrambled  from  Portland  for  control  of  this  radar  site 


1 civilian  Tri  Pacer  aircraft  took  off 
for  low  altitude  search.  One  of  the  c 
with  geiger  counter. 


Zulu 


lolii-  Zulu.  F-102  airborne 


F-102  pilot  reported  seeing  two  boats  on  lake  at  Paulina  Mountain 
and  a JVft.0 bf*5iv.  He  also  reported  scattered 

(Sloud  conditions  and  that  the  air  waa  bumpy. 


Zulu 


1700  Zulu.  25th  Air  Division  began  an  Air  Defense  exercise 


Scrambled  1 F-102  from  Portland  for  ccncrcl  of  this  sit 
aircraft  reported  clouds  from  20,000  down  to  12, COO  msl 

3i^j>jii^Ii3Tr  vas  sighted  near  Paulina  Lake.  ' 
information  was  passed  to  the  senior  controller  at  the 
Operations  Center  at  2Stii  Air  Dlvlsitn. 


This 

Combat 


urned  to  Redmond  withou 
ion  noted  in  the  area. 


>»•”•  ^ t 

\:l2^  2ulu-  Scrasibled  1 ”-39  rroiu  ?ort.l3nd  for  control  of  this  :lt»' 


• . i -»  "L  j. 


} 7.0 IS.  ”’39  ret'orr.ed  vi  c'n  nega’^ivs  rnoialta 


1— sulu.  Senior  control_?r  no  25th  Air  Divioion  orierei  ocr-jrale  of  H-l'-J 


hello  or'.er 


- ■-.  ''  -*i  ^ 


..iJ 


fJlty  13^11 


* ' ( * 


u * 


^ 1 O “i  ^ 

^ ^ bJ 


ei  -ar.  he  iiT'jrid  vith  nejintive  r*’:j\:ltr> 


O’ 


alu  25“'-  *’>ir  Division  orderea  track  lio  J3-129  Bcrubael 


220 2 Air  Defense  exerciae  terrolneted  by  25tn  Air  Divi3ior4 


ilote:  Savaral  scrambles, 
by  control  of  this 
period  reported. 


Intercepts,  and'<XjJ\J  uLiCM^MJ  were  performed 
radar  site  as  part  of  tne  exercise  during  the 


22^0  Zulu.  Helicopter  ordered  to  return  to  Kingsley  Field 


The  Senior  controller  on  duty  at  the  time  the  object  vas  first  reported 
was  Captain  Gordon  R.  Poland,  AO  1863779  who  vas  trensfrrsd  overseas  to 
Iceland  Air  Defense  Sectlor,  APO  8l,  New  York  by  special  Order  A-I98,  'this 
he,  dated  1 Feb  i960.  Three  other  directors  who  were  on  duty  from  I5OO 
z’jIu  to  2^00  Zulu  on  24  September  have  been  interviewed  and  recall  the 
following; 

1.  The  radar  return  bearing  track  No.  J3-129  did  not  move  during 


this  period. 

2.  The  radar  return  vas  in  a position  *« 

the 

2 ntenna^ located  on  a mountain  a 3, 010 'level. 


close  to  gap  filler 


3.  Repeated  passes  were  made  by  the  interceptors  at  levels  from 
^0,000  down  to  12,000  feet.  The  interceptors  being  directed  throuth  our  rada 
return  i<3-129*  No  interceptor  received  a radar  return  tn  his  airborne  radar, 
j-it  altitudes  below  12,000'  msl  visual  search  vas  conducted  under  7I-"R 
conditions  wltn  negative  results. 

4,  Since  2^  Sett  1”59,  several  instances  have  been  i;b ‘Served  by 


^ I ^ J 


ns  wherein  no  movin*  radar  returns  ittearsd  in 


t.te  same  ..oo:^tion  as 


-nose  of  J3-129*  It  is  their  opinion  tha 


jnder  certain  atnosuneric 


r.iitions,  radar  echoes  from  the  gap/ antenna  in  t.nat  location  are  received. 


T‘il3  i3  payaically  pcs^ibla  and  probably  under  appiopriace  a'nodpheric 


''.;r.di  tiona . 


5.  -Jo  oDeciTic  UFCp  rsporb  vaa  subnit  ted  by  tbis  oquadrun 


I 

althou^ii  all  information  obtained  vas  forvaifed  by  voice  comnuntca tion  to  the 
th  Air  Division  for  Indus  ion  in  their  report. 

The  Intelligence  Section  at  25th  Air  Diviaion  has  compiled  additional 
information  on  this  Incident.  If  you  desire  further  information,  It  Is 
suggested  that  that  office  be  queried. 


AIR  TECHNICAL  INTELLIGENCE  CENT 
united  states  air  force 

WRIGHT-?  ATTERSON  AIR  FORCE  BASE 
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UFO  Sighting,  Redniond,  Oregon,  2U  Septeir.ber  1>'S? 


1 4 APK  1S60 


to:  SAF0I-3d  (Major  Tacker) 
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1.  ATIC  contacted  the  25th  Air  Division,  HcChord  AF3,  Washington 
concerning  the  UFO  sighted  at  HedjJiond,  Oregon  2h  Septerrier 
requested  further  investigation  be  conducted  in  an  effort  to  disc 
additional  infonriation  concerning  this  case. 


2.  The  25th  Air  Division  reported  that  no  additional  information  was 
available,  and  that  the  radar  sightings  in  the  area  at  the  time  were 
not  considered  a part  of  the  UFO  sighting. 


3.  This  case  is  still  carried  in  the  ATIC  files  with  its  original 
evaluation  of  "insufficient  evidence". 


Oa  THE  COMMANDEH 


?HILIP  G.  EVAItS 
Colonel,  USA? 

Deputy  for  Sciences  and  Components 


% 


P.admond,  Oregon  Sighting  - 24  Sept  1959 

1,  Major  Friend,  bj  telephone,  contacted  lir  Lavarne  Warts, 

Heftnond,  Oregon,  Mr  Robert,  Dickerson,  Tjolice.'jian,  Hainorid,  Ore;*:on  an'i  - ^ 
Major  Creasnian,  827th  AC.vRON,  Keno,  Oregon#  Mr  Wertz  stated  ti;at  tne 
object  which  was  seen  at  1200Z  (0400  local)  was  brought  to  his  attention 
by  officer  Dickerson*  'Wertz  and  Dickerson  both  described  the  object  as 
an  extremely  bright  light  in  the  northeastern  sky,  and  very  low  on  the 
horizon.  The  object  appeared  stationary,  except  for  apparent  erratic 
motion  around  its  principal  points.  The  object  was  observed  for  more 
than  one  hour.  lir  Wertz  reported  the  object  to  AHTC  at  Seattle,  who  in 
turn  contacted  the  327th  ACWRON  for  identification.  Interceptors  were 
scrambled  from  Seattle  and  surveyed  the  area  under  the  control  of  the 
327th.  A civilian  tri-pacer  equipped  with  a geiger  counter  was  scrambled 
from  Redmond.  The  results  of  all  intercept  attempts  were  unsuccessful. 

2.  Major  Creasman,  327th  ACWRON  informed  Major  Friend  that  a similar 
object  has  been  observed  several  times  since  the  24th  of  September  by 
the  station's  observers.  It  is  believed  at  the  station  that  either  a 
gap-filler  antenna  or  the  terrain  is  responsible  for  the  returns. 

3*  On  the  night  of  24  September,  Seattle  AHTC  asked  the  827th  if  they 
had  a target  in  the  vicinity  of  Redmond.  The  operator  observing-  the- 
returns  on  the  scope  answered  in  the  affirmative.  It  is  believed  that 
this  unconfirmed  and  idle  answer  was  responsible  for  the  FAA  report 
which  stated  that  the  visually  observed  UFO  had  radar  confirmation  by 
the  GCI  site. 

h*  At  the  time  of  the  sighting  the  star  Regulus  and  the  planet  Venus 
are  both  in  the  direction  of  the  sighting  and  just  below  the  horizon. 

It  is  the  ATIC  opinion  that  refractions  of  these  objects  were  probably 
responsible  for  the  visual  sighting.  The  description  by  the  witnesses 
and  the  fact  that  the  object  appeared  generally  stationary  adds  credence 
to  this  conclusion. 

5*  Col  Tacker,  SAF0I-3d,  informed  of  ATIC  action  by  telephone  14  June 
I960.  Col  Shoop  also  briefed  this  date. 

6.  The  following  aircraft  were  scrambled  for  intercept  and/or  search 
of  this  target! 


P A/C 

Tyne  A/C 

From 

Time  Scr 

Time  Down 

2 

F-102 

Portland, 

Ore 

1300Z 

1420Z 

2 
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.960  iri  beViall'  of 
jag  G'ojec-fc  {UFO} 
Thlfit  reply  vae 
Is*  -letter  la  A1 


vaa  glirea  to  Ilr 


um  ttearin^  track  56.  JB-129  caa 
laterceptioa  statloa  vaa  not  an 
tana  lriftfi  Uia  eanior  con 
tba  search  that  thia  radar  retu 
&dcr  echo  frc«a  a ^p  fiHar  auti 
iQ.^oot  level.-  IbLis  radar  re-cu 

lod  of  tii&  sonrch.  *Jhl3  has  bci 
ec^bar  19^9  os  several  cecasio&s 
the  Sana  l^tlcn.  A careful  ' 


& v&Ud 


K/R?  , . Sd-M 

peed  SA?LL  0 Api*  v/^  21  Apr  60  ^ 

Fwded  to  S^POI  v/p.t9  21  Apr  1560  ' J 
p/l  -prep/fwded  20  Ainr  60  based'  on 
nemo  fr  SAFOI,  dtd  19  Apr  6O;  Msino  ^ ; . 
fr-.Sen  to  SLO  v/lncl 
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GOHDOII-B-  mCHT 
Colonel,  USAF 

Chief,  Congressional  Inqulrtr 
Division 

Office  of  Legislative  Liaison 
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“ ^ ..  ■ , 1 

NATIOMAL  iNVESTlOATiONS  COMMITTEE 


WA«HINGTOM  6.  D C 


SICYUCHT 


UBMC  mCT.  I 


Major  Lavi<rence  J*  Tackar 
Departraant.  ofvthe  Air  Force 


Office  of  Publ 
Pantagoh^.- 
Waahir.^on  25^, 


c’  Infomation 


Dear  .Major  Tackar:  ; /'v;-'-..  - ^ • ,* 

. - i.-i*.,'". t '-'A.  - ■ ■ ' . * . * ■ _ 

It  was  report ed  ..in  local  papers on  the  newawlpe^  that 

a>UFO  vfas  s*«Ei.-,on'- tha' .‘''orning  of  2Atb  by  a jxvllc'** 

pat'rol^san  aad'an-  FAA  flight-  ssrvica  epeciaii  st  In  Redrrorid;. 
Oregon.  The  regional  FAA  office  in-Seattle,  Wiahlngtcri, 
reported  that  the  object 'was  tracked  on.  radar  for  about  . two 
hours,  and  that  Air  Force  jet*  were  acrambled  froffi  PorUlaiid 
Air  Base  on  an  .attempted  intercept'.  •.  ..  > ..  - ’ 

% **  V'  . ' \ ..■=  ^ t ' '3  . 

. . Invviaw  of 'the  radar  tracking  and  , the  involvetnent  of  FAA 
and' Air  Fore© .personnel^  I assume  that,ATIC  has  studied  the 
cassia  Vhat  Is.  the  conclusion  of  ATIC?;V 


Secondly you  mentioned  earlier  this  year  that  the. Air  For 
^ojeej:  Twinkle  had  considered  the possibility  that  - the  ^x-*c 
'Jgr.een /fireballs"  were  Ice  nietrtorite.s.- Their  conclusions  had 
not  been  released,  at  the  'time . but  ypif  said  the  project  wpul 
close  down  this  year.*  Since  along' th 

sajndtliner- in  -Force ;roaga«ine  K , are  clairilng 

thaVVitost- UFOs  *are  explainable  as  chunks  of  ice  ffom  space, 
w».-’»reuld  like"  to, hare. tthe  -off icleU.*  Air  Forcis  position  on.  thi 
(Mtter.  ir.cludinH  the  conclusions  of* Project  Twinkle.  ' 
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ybo  Hoaorabl©  Dudlsy  C*  Bfcs^rp, 
Sooi'atfcry  of  th*  Air  icroo, 
Ihe^Pcntagon, 

Wor^J^lngtOQ  25»  n«C« 

* « 

Mr  dear  S^^aretaryr 

I r '*■"  '-^Lbp.'-  ■_  . j ’ I ■ 


' As  'by  tli*  JTiOXT  Board  of  (l•cv6:,*^  .o^'‘•V^  X 

CM  farwar^og . piiC'brr-^ocplSv -cf  7?«dtfrsl  Aviation 

»2icwiii5  a rep^orv  of  a 6x^  eight  a \ and  tr a axed  by* 

Oregon  on  Sept*  24 f 1959*  Ab  you  will  see  by  th©  aeou^j'.  w^nylr^ 
letter  from  ?AA  Beglonal  Direator  of  Eegioo  U»  these  logs  ^ere 
officially  released  to  KXCAP  at  cur  requeat, 

« ' p -.• 

•*■  ^ r-  , '" 

t 

Also  enolesed  Is  a photo-oopy  of  a .letter  fresa  yts-ar  off  id  is  1 
UyO  spokeeaian,  Major  La-wrecce  J*  Teoker,  in  whlsh  ho  ^s^rrls': 
the  IDFO  tracked  by  sjjidar  and  glT&s  tho  Al^iC  cplnioa  th:yt 
the  object  Tias  &.  balloon*  .*  ' 


***•  -*^  ;,  r 
''*  * 


. r 


»?  *■* 


^ -X 


In.  t1  ©w  *cf  t ha  of 


!?AA  erldeuOGr  ^be  t '.lloo.v 


is  clearly 


bXa*  Ko  balloon  emits  tongues  of  or 


/irct-.'Or  ezhAustc  frem.  its  base,  as  describod;  nor  oould  f^ny  bal- 


locA  attain  the  high  epaeds  or  carry  out  the  da  so  ri  ted  sianetiTsrts 
which  ocour3red  before » durixig  and  after  the  approach  <*t  th^  Mr 
ypTce  ? 102  ,in^er««5) tore*  - . 


V 


O' 


■ t 


Major  Xackar,  eetiisg  as  the  official  spokesman  for  th;:  Cffite 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force,  states  that  ATXC  lebslisd  this 
report  "insttfflo lent  ev-lAenco."  It  .would  appear  that  thfa  label 

Ctioi  ^-lly 


was  a* signed  a®  ata'  to  oonce;3l  Vc^s.  .iuu c 


l'.  H 

*L  *-J* 


ffince  detailed  ®fVid»Bae  wan  clearly  dell tec 
reported  by  expert  FAA  obserrero,  Air- lore:©  F-102 


iJ3€f 
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Dilrt^p.  cj;psrt  /a 


i ^ 


G^X  radar  operators  at  Xlas^th  r&Hs  and  a'hDdmcnd  olty  pnlioemn 

^ 4 

* - - . ’ ' 

* - 

By  Air  Foroo  Eegnlatioa  200-2,.  such  UFO  reports  !ai»JEt;  be  sen* 
IzKaediatoly  by  oleotrleel  wesna  — telaphoas,  teletype  or  radi?^  « 
to  Ad^O,  Air  Oofence,  the  aenreat  Air  Refease  diT35.on,  the  Ght-sf 
of  AF  Int«ailgsace,  and  to  your  cswa  office,  !^?he  resul^vtlon  .ttiin;- 


latee  that  such  messages  mvst  bo  vrlcrit^v 

obricuslr  muet  have  tsfeu  kneva  ‘th>!*o^Agh 

latvoBtif^ationc  wi  thin  a vary 


1^-  ^ , 
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1 J W > '4  . . * *tm  ^ .*- 


rt  V 


t 


Vv  UVUE.X 


that  the  Federal  A fiat  lea  Agency  states  %ixe  Mr  .^*orc?3  ws.ii 
informed. 


‘ Since  the  FAA,  SlnKath  Falls  GOI  and  -P-1D2  X'ayrrte 


3¥W 


/ ■ * «/ . «p  ^ ' 


spoice^rjan  criicieiiy  cesLgnut:Qi  oo  inrcna  -rjrosi;  iiiiu  tne 

publlo  in  regard  to  UFOs, 

We  realize  thia  sighting  occurred  before  you  becBDie  Secretar 
of  the.  Air  Force.  But  we  are  sure  that  crr^fy  es  Secretary  p you  v;l 
wish  to  investigate  this,  release  of  aiisleudiug  tnfojTiatton*  ea 
oonta'incd  in  Major  Tac leer’s  letter  to  NICAP  dated  Fan.  19i’  i960. 

4 ,1  s ^ 

Sumalng  up*  WO  bolleve  the  followin'^  points  proved  boyced 
any  quest i ont  ;>  k • ; . , J 

* . . . . * . ' * V ^ T*  ' . * 

■ M'  \ * * / ■ . • . . . ' . . 

li'-The  7AA  observers ’'-logged  description  of.  the  UFO,  Its 
.•trange  tongusa  of  light  or  fire,  the  exhaust  of  flame  froni  its 
oaae,  its  aitornatlng  hovering  end  rapid  neneuvers,  and  Iti'  ■ 
sv/irt  escape'  frem  the  AF  jets  all.  ooabiae  to  prove  th5.s 
was  not  a balloon.  . 


2.  The  official  FaA  statements  prove  t^lat,  contrary  to‘  tha 
January  19th  AP  denial,  the  UFO  was'  tracked  for  over  90  minutes 
hy  OCX*  radar  operators,  which  the  AF  he 5 In  the  past  d- scribed 
es  hi.ghly  expert. 


3.  The  /kF  was  fully 'aware  that  Its  own  a.tid  .the  FAA  evidence 
proved  this  vjas  seme  uakiicwn  device  under  iiitelllg^ent  . control  * 


AFThe  spolceanan  In  the  Secretary’s  office  dellb<sr?it ely  gave 
lilCAP  a false  answer,  or  was  supplied  a false  enstwer  by  ATIO  to 
be  given  to  NICAP;  further,^ that  either  the  spekesmn  or  ATIC, 
or  both,  were,  following  a ^escribed  Air  Force  policy  of  hiding 
%hfi  facts  from  the  publia  r*  a policy  set  by  Air  Force  .Hcadqa&rt 
of  by  a higher  authority,  : i 


Wo  respeotdally  requeat  that  we  be  infomed  wfaj'  KICAP  was 
given  this  misleading  answer  and  if  this  represents  cent  inning. 

A?  policy.  V/e  also  nets  that  tne'  latest  AF  ”fact  statoc 

that  70  UFO  reports  in  the  la  at  half  of  195'?  were  diemissed  witn 
the  label  '* insufficient  evidence,”  Ve  reqaeci;  that  the  AF  reports 
in  the  Kedmond  case’  and  in. these  otter  69  oesee  be  submitted  to  a 
ereoial  KICAP  aubocnjialttoe  for  evaluation,  the  ccnclueions  to 
be  released  to  the  press  end  newscasting  media, 

V . . ' ■ , ' I. 

■'  subcammittee  would  Include  Oapt,  R.  Q.  MoLaughlln,  TT5N, 

Mavy  guided  mlssllo  autbhorlty,  > Freuldent  of 

tne  Asacclatlon  of  /jnaricexi  ?Jngi  nears , ?k'  Jtrr'^wey  Fournet,  'JSAFR 
former  Fentagoc  monitor  of  the  «ir  Force  UFO  project,  Blue  Book, 
Col,  R,  B.  Kmerson,  U.3.  Ani/  Heservg,,  lend  of  Smerson  Testirjg 
Laborat.'ri es,  Pan  American  Airv-eyr,  tmd  several 

ariglnaerc  ind  solsntTat^wnoac  names  will  be- eveilabls  tc  /cu 
aftsA  receipt  of  the  requested  reports. 
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vt  • • ‘ Itt  1957 f IflOAP  Croat ed  aa  a . non-profit  organ.! zat  5.  on  to 
dsteiml  the  . foots  about  iJPOs  — offered 


■ ^’1,  * r. . 

*1  r 


■Saoretarjr  Douglas,  your  pjrefi  sees  3or,  an  eight -point  plan  of' 
cooperotl on,  including  an  offer  to  eld  in  prepartug  the  American 
public  for  later  dlsoloaures  about  the  flying  obJeotfl..  Wa  nov 
repeat  o\ir  offer  of  cooperation  and  urge  that  you' give  i it -your 
serious . personal  consideration. 
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Tf©  believe  .that  the  public  interest  is  best  served,  by  honest 
official*  statoicerrts  disclosing  the- full  details  of  all  VFO  cases 
inreatlgated  by  the‘TJ.3.  Air  Force,  and  that  concealing  the  facts 
will  only  arouse  public  suspioion  and  possibly  wide  alarm. 
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, TJ.  S.- Marine  Tforps  Hat 
.Director  cf  KXCAP 
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Snb:>Photo-oopies  of  two  Federal 
/'  : Arlation  A shoring  ' " ^ 

? the  Redaond,  Oregon  UFO  sight-  . 

Ing  of  Sept.  24,  1959;  a photo- 
copy of  the  FAA  Region  4 letter 
of" transmittal  of  tho’logs  to  niCAP, 
and  a photo -copy  of  iJaj.  Xawrenoe  5. 
Tacker's  letter  to  NIOAF. 
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EAFOI 


if  tba  of  a 0FO  In  ti»  gsudrol. 

4s]c  dedigaEitioD  of  JE«129«  During  tiM. 
300  Z to  2155  siT  F-102  typo  olresa: 
Tm  scrasnlfid  under  eoaU'oI  of  Kloz^th 
«r*  liepeated  pa^^es  vers  sade  by  the 
end  12f000*  levnl».  A Tri  Facer  alrcro: 
ted  a ic«  altitude  e«arc2i«  In  addltloi 
itsln  Homo  Air  Force  ^laee  In  Idaho  vp^ 
raft  retnmed  to  beaeo.  vltto  riaual  anti 


t fact 
vlUi 


SAK5I  - 3d/M^S,Ta  clter/aihb/72291 


This  ia  to  aclmcwled^e  your  letter  of  3^  December  requeating- 
verioue  facts  concerning  unidentified,  flying  ob,)ects  as  investigated 
by  the  United -States  Air  Force*  . 


. / ' The  Portia  lid,  Oregon  UK)  sighting  of-  2h  Septemher  1959  la  . 
carried  on  the  .records  of  ATIC  as  ** Insufficient  information.'*  The 
ATIC  account  of-ithe  sighting  fails  to.  reveal  any  evidence  of  rader 
tracking  or 'any  Wucces a of  the, attempted  Intercept.  It  is  the  ATIC 
opinion  that  this  object  vas  probably. a balloon  as. evidenced  by  its. 
relatively  long  period  in  the',  area  (more  than  an  hour)  ^ and  the  fact 
that"  unless,  equipped  .Vi th  reflectors  balloons,  ere  not  good  radar 
reflectors*  The  a-V'crage  direction  and . strength- of  the  wind  at  the 
tune- of  the  sighting  vas  south  at  15  knots*.  . 


V Project  Twinkle,  vas  dlscontlm  In  the  last  quarter  of  the 
calendar  year  195i*  The  conclusions  from. the  project  were  that 
imusual  phencfeena  could  he* attributed  to  such  man-made  objects  as 
airplanes,  balloons,  rockets,  etcj  others  vere  attributed  to  natural 
phenomena  such  as  flying  birds i .small  clouds  and  meteorites..  There 
vaa  ho '.mention  in  the  conclusions ' as  to  the  specific  composition  of 
••green  fireballs*"  ...  ,.  v’ 


vith  the  thec^  of  Dr.' Donald  Eobey  concerning 
'the'  compos ition  of . "green  fireballs but  as  yet  these  theories  ha've 
TOt  been  substantiated.  Air  Force  studies  of  meteors  have  not  re - 
‘vealed'any  data  which  'would  lead  to  a toiler  conclusions  as  those 
proposed  by  Dr.  Bobey.  .‘;,>  • . . 3 .. 


Major,  USAF 

Public  Information  Division 
Office  of  Information 


la  vj<rET  Cl  fact;  *5:at  tto  ro<- 
scci»  V3«  pznsm^ly  ss  nac 

so  U/0  report  vaa  eubs^lttsd  by  the 

25  Ui  Air  Sirloloa  lit  ncChcrd  Air  Fon 
aotlfieetlon  by  tbe  PAA  of  this  UlU  i 
tisB  of  a radar  sishtlag)  ^ the  rapor 
iib  Hamilton  Air  Force  Booa^  CaXifora. 
parassapb  15  (e)  1 of  A5S  200-2.  stai 


to  Ai'IC 


- .IT 

■>  --•’t 


X thoiaght  you  jsight  .bo 


Major,  UBAP-  . ..’’v  •. 

Toblic  Infonsatlon  Dlylaicn 
OXfieo  of  Izif oraatloa  ^ 


PR  S4A064  LONG  ?D  . OREGON  22  i 

AIRFORCE  kcTY  DUDLEY  SHARP  POITAGO 


TVASKDC  a 


VTHERE  IS  • PLENTY  .OF  EYE  WJTHES.S  EVIDENCE  THAT  THE  SEn'EMBEi 

.-T  I -M—  .'t  ^ s # i ■ ' . . , 

'«24TH  UFO  NEAR  REbrvIOND  OREGON  WAS- ELECTRICALLY  P^iOi'liLLED  -US 

SFORCE-FIELD  ANT  I^GRAV  IT  I C DRIVE  RESULTING  IN  AN  ORANGE  RED 

* ...  - . . * * 

sGORONA  EFFECT  ’.AROUND  SPACE-FF.AfJE'-  CBJE'C^  ELUDED  YOUP  JETS  ! 
^^EREP  J)VfER  VIHOLE  .NORTHWEST  FORpDAYS  Aj^RFORCE 
|■]a3VERU?'  STORY  TO  . FALSEHOOD  AND  AFO 

'll.  n*,  . I ; - - ^ i _ _i  .. ^ ^ 

:-RU«BER  OF  AIRR3RCE  iAND'  ‘NAT‘i0NAL:  DEF'ENCE.  REG'JI 


EDLATED 


m I VI L I AN  SECRET’A  RY  IT  s YOU  R DUT  \ 
I’ BEHAVE  AND  GIVE' THE  PUBLIC. THE  CTRl 

. ‘ ■'4' >-'  ■ . ^ ■«■** 

jfHAT  NUMBEROUSV’REGULAT  IONS  HAVE  BEE 


4HAHDLIMG  OF  THIS  AFFAIR  AWAIT  YOUR  REPLY  AS  WHOLE.  INCIDENT 
fiH AS  BEEN  FULLY  ,PU^  - \ 


WlLt  AFmClATI  tyOClLmONt  ^iOM 


tTi  FAnONf  CONdftNtKO  ITS  SSlVTCS 
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i*  ■ 

_ ■ . j ■ 


Majary 

Public 


agfncv 

Ki;C.;ON  4 

.'rAix'N' 

■) ' CtJjfotau 


‘V  On  * Aerl  ai  pjwnorrf?-. 
, Courj^  c ti  ou t Av  ^ 

Wftshir^ tf.in  uy  ti,  C*  v 


I aa^enclo&ihg 


VO  reports  referr^rd  tn  ta 
tinn  Station  In  Rcdia:»n(S, 
Ic  Contro}  Cfinter  in-LJcat 


urego^'-and 

Uiu^Q^ton 


to  yr^u,  please  1 


A rv#w  lp*t*r  danjfing  a F^cJaral 
Aviation  Agoncy  (FAAJ  report  that  m 
UFO  sighted  last  Saptombar  24  In 
Racijiond,  Oragoup  was  tracked  by  AF 
radar  man,  la  balng  circulated  by 
the  Air  Force.  FAA  obeervers  had 
watched  the  rapidly  meneuverlng  UFO 
and  reported  it  to  the  Air  Force. 
Aftar  AF  radar  confirmed  the  eight- 
ing,  the  FAA  said,  Jot»  wore  sent 
up  to  intercept  the  object.  The  FAA 
logo  state  that  AF  radar  was  still 
tracking  the  UFO  more  than  an  hour 
later  '*at  aitltudet  that  vary  frooi 
6000  to  S4.000  feet/*  The  new  Air 
Force  letter  Imp.lle*  that  GCI  rider 

blip  fron  a 
I nearby  Kill 
tlfied 


IGHT1NGS  mo 


tiioriticf  etochtti  oo  reporu  o<  .a  object 
oigbted  bj  many  over  eeatral  Oregoo  I 
tows.  Patrolmao  Aobert  Dickerson  first 
saw  the  object  wbieb  be  stid  came  to 
within  200  feet  of  the  groood  and  moved 
from  side  to  side.  He  called  Redmond 
Airport  and  notified  Laveroe  Wertz  at 
the  cnotrol  tower  wbo  alno  sighted  the! 
object,  and  according  to  a UPI  report 
■T.  the  San  Frandseo  Newa<Ca1I  Bulietin. 
*Vcrt2  detcnbed  it  as  rotmd  and  flat; 
both  he  and  the  patrolman  said  tt  glowed 
In  colors  ol  pale  green,  yellow  and  red 
and  at  timea  ahot  kMg  bine  borsU  of 
flame.  They  claimed  that  it  hovered  over 
Jia  area  for  at  least  an  hotv.  Wertz  also 
‘old  the  preaa  that  the  Seattle  FAA  au- 
Loontics  told  him  the  object  wai  observed 
on  a radar  screen  for  about  two  boars 
at  aJtitailca  of  0000  to  25,000  feet,  and 
‘hat  jet  intereepton  dispatched  from 
Fcrtland  air  base  iaUed  to  catch  Uie 
object  which  vamsbed  in  clouds  at  about 
U.OOO  feet.  Wertz  also  quoted  FAA  au* 
r^orities  as  informing  him  that  the  report 
-.?is  letn  to  Hamilton  AFB.  California 
for  InvMUgWkm. 


(Mr>  were  coofusad  by  ■ 
stationery  antenna  on  a 
top  which  ’*wae  promptly  Idan 
83  not  being  the  erratic  <novlng  UFO. 
New  information  obtained  by  NICAP 
conflrme  the  original  FAA  report. 

The  Air  Force  letter  waa  releaeed 
following  a NICAP  latter  to  AF 
Secretary  Ridley  Sharp  a^lng  for 
jn  explanation  of  the  contradictory 
roporte,  and  a newawlre  story  citing 
the  FAA  report.  Instead  the  second 
reply  came  from  the  regular  UFO 
■spokssfltfin  admitting  that  iher#  had 
be»n  a radar  target,  but  denying 
th^t  It  Idas  a UFO  blip.  The  aaraa 
reply  has  baan  given  to  NiCAP 
rnafFbsrs  who  inquired  through  their 
ropresantailves  in  Congress, 

Apparently  unaware  until  then  of 
the  full  FAA  reports,  the  AF  said: 
^'Caples  of  the  Infomation  contain* 
^ in  the  Fa  A logs  have  been  forward 
ed  to  Aerospace  Technical  Intell* 
Igence  Center  for  possible  addltiorw 
al  conelderatlOrt, should  any  adc^ 
Itional  f^ldence  warrant  a change 
In  in#  evaluation  category  for  this 
particular  alghtlng,  a prase  release 
will  be  made*” 

Elsewhere  In  Its  reply,  the  AF 
admitted  that  nine  aircraft 
Had  conducted  an  active  search  for 
the  iJrO:  *.>nven  Jet  flghtore,  a B-47 
borbi^r,  jnd  n Trlpacer  which  later 
•vfarcheci  the  area  for  signs  of 
rad toact  1 V Ity , The  AF  said  none  of 
the  planes  ^ede  vi&ual  or  radar 
contact  >*lth  the  UFO* 

Aop:erent  ly  antic  Ipailng  a flood 
of  q'-erles  after  the  hICAP  press 
‘story  bro^d,  the  aF  rushed  out  the 
Ijrg,  L-apre^si vely  detailed  dnswer 
knockifKi  Clown  the  raiwMir  report 
w'^ich  MCA?  said  hed  been  supprese- 
ed,  Tnm  reply  conelsted  of  two 
basic  stittemenie; 


(1)  An  active  GCl  ?jr-5und  Control 

Intercept}  rmJmt  site  had  suddenly 
been  few  led  by  a blip  from  a fl^ad 
entenna,  had  identified” 

It  es  luch,  (out  a;^parently  had  not 
bothered  to  explain  this  to  the  FAA 
olther  then  or  later.) 

(2)  The  nc>r>-^;>vl ng  radar  target 
could  w>t  have  boon  the  UrO  report* 
ed  visually  because  "they  ill  test- 
ified it  fsineuvered  rapidly  end  at 
times  hovered  ” the  AF  siid. 
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TAlephoAe  Ridse.  uresoa 

Keealer  AFB^  BUsslssIppl 
Seattle,  Washiagtoa 
Radaalph  APB,  Texaa 
Fblllpplaea 

S of  GarretMii,  South  Bakotm 
Ciacliuatl,  Ohio 

V of  'Joodruff , Wiscoa&la 

E of  Cape  CaabTerml,  Florida 
Uacela,  Nehraaka 

Bed  tCey  & Bualcer  Hill  AFB,  ladlaaa 
Buaker 'Em*  AF8  Tar'l  ■»> 

Ft  sm'  & XavMB/Oklahm  ' 
Mobllei  Alabaaa  '-  ; ; 

V of  CiietroTllle,  Texaa  .' 

Blseayae  Ba^r^  Florida  ‘ ■ 

Blue  Aah,  Ohio  • ' '; 


Military  (Vls/Rad) 
Military 


^oast  Guard 

Military 

Hultl 

Military 

Multi 


Terre  Haute,  T*a4««^ 
Tezro  Haute,  T*^<*»* 
&»ver  AFB,  Florida 


Visual 
Multi 
Military 
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SIGHTIHC3  (HOT  CASES) 
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Balloea 
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Other  (UHREIJABiS  REPORT) 
Astro  (meteor) 

Other  (MISSUS) 
UKIDEIfTZFISD 
Ballooa 
Astro  (VBHUB) 


Other  (NATURAL  OBJECTS) 
Other  (l^SncULAR  CLOUD) 
Other  (MISSIZE) 

Aatro  (VESUS) 
lasuffleleat  Data 
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Psychological  Causes 


(CLOUD  SEEDING) 
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Nevsellpplag 

NevscUpplag 


•N 


1*  Tlie  Portland,  Oregon.  U70  sitting  of  24  September  1939#  is  carried 
on  the  records  of  ATIC  as  *ln3ufficient  information*#  'Rie  ATIC  account 
of  the  sighting  falls  to  reveal  any  evidence  of  radar  tracking  or  any 
success  of  the  attempted  intercept*  It  Is  the  ATIC  opinion  that  this 
object  was  probably  a balloon  as  evidenced  by  its  relatively  long  period 
in  the  area  (more  than  an  hour)  # and  the  fact  that  unless  equipped  with 
reflectors  balloons  are  not  good  radar  reflectox's.  The  average  direction 
and  strength  of  the  wind  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  was  south  at  I3  knots. 


2*  IVoject  Twinkle  was  discentinued  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  calendar 
year  1951*  conclosiona  from  the  project  were  that  uniisual  phenomena 

/could  be  attributed  to  such  man>made  objects  as  airplanes,  balloons, 

rockets,  etc;  others  were  attributed  to  natural  phenomena  such  as  flying 
birds,  small  clouds  end  meteorites.  There  was  no  mention  in  the  con- 
clusion as  to  the  specific  eon^osition  of  *green  fireballs” • 


3*  ATIC  is  familiar  with  the  theory  of  Br*  Donald  Robey  concerning  the 

y composition  of  ” green  fireballs,”  but  as  yet  these  theories  have  not 

been  substantiated.  Air  Force  studies  of  meteors  have  not  revealed  any 
data  which  would  lead  to  similar  conclusions  as  those  proposed  by 
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Major  Lawrence  J.  Tackar 
Department  of  the  Air  Force 
Office  of  Public  Information 
Pentagon, 

Washington  25*  D,C, 


Dear  Major  Tacker: 

It  was  reported  in  local  papers  and  on  the  newswiras  that 
a UFO  was  seen  on  the  morning  of  September  24th  by  a police 
patrolman  and  an  FAA  flight  service  specialist  in  Redmond, 

Oregon.  The  regional  FAA  office  in  Seattle,  Washington, 
reported  that  the  object  was  tracked  on  radar  for  about  two 
hours,  and  that  Air  Force  jets  were  scrambled  from  Portland 
Air  3as0  on  an  attempted  intercept. 

In  view  of  the  radar  tracking  and  the  involvement  of  FAA 
and  Air  Force  personnel,  I assume  that  ATIC  has  studied  the 
case.  What  is  the  conclusion  of  ATIC? 

Secondly,  you  mentioned  earlier  this  year  that  the  Air  Force 
Project  Twinkle  had  considered  the  possibility  that  the  so-called 
"green  fireballs”  were  ice  meteorites.  Their  conclusions  had 
not  been  released  at  the  time,  but  you  said  the  project  would 
close  down  this  year.  Since  Donald  Robey »s  theories  along  the 
same  line,  in  Air  Force  magazine  and  elsewhere,  are  claiming 
that  most  UFOs  are  explainable  as  chunks  of  ice  from  space, 
we  would  like  to  have  the  official  Air  Force  position  on  this 
matter,  including  the  conclusions  of  Project  Twinkle. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 
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orr^ation  is  provided  to  assist  you  in  answering 
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Colonel,  US.\? 
Deputy  for  Science 
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